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OPINION

Collective
transformation

\

BY RABBI AARON

GOLDSTEIN

t Rosh Hashanah, every Jew stands

before open gates for we are Am

Yisrael — the People of Israel Even

those who remain at home or have

gone to work cannot escape the fact
that it is Rosh Hashanah, just as they cannot
escape being Jewish.

The past few years have seen the opening of
many new gates for British Jews o develop their
und:manding of who they are. The Jewish
Comm Centre in London has enriched the
cultural life of many and bolstered existi lzvgf
Jewish cultural organisation and events. Mi
Day and the Jewish Social Action Hub have sup-
ported a plethora of small organisations and
individuals, to place tikkun olam at the heart of
their Jewish identity The thriving education
programmes of organisations such as the
London School of Jewish Studies, have sought
to offer new opportunities for Jewish learning.
Limmud, jeneration, Moishe House, tent: the
meeting place, and Wandering Jews are exam-
ples of year-round, post-denominational experi-
ences for Jews to explore their Jewish identity in
a new social environment; and JCOSS signals a
desire to open gates for all Jewish children to
develop their Jewish identity together.

So where does that tcavc the ‘traditional’
gates of Judaism, our synagogues? From time 1o
time, there are radical new models of syna-
gogue life. In the coming Jewish year, 5770, we
celebrate 200 years of Progressive Judaism in
Europe. In the 1960s the seeds of the Masorti
Movement in the UK were sown. However, most
synagogues in the UK have become ‘traditional’
in the sense that they have ceased 1o innovate.
Thought and movement has slowed: for some
even stagnated. In a time of religious indiffer-
ence, we need a radical transformation, not in
the form of a new movement but in the struc-
ture and programmes of our synagogues, o
reflect the new realities that face Anglo-Jewry.
Remaining as they are is not an option. Those
that do will die out but those with vision and

gates
tions to be challenged. Synagogues often
assume that their mere existence demands the
auendance of Jews. Unaffiliated Jews harbour
many false (but some justified) assumptions
about the synagogue. It takes courage to move
forward and to communicate with those who are
‘blamed’ for not coming to shul. Guilt is not a
goud, long-term marketing tool for synagogues.

Why should a rabbi write this seemingly
unspiritual piece for Rosh Hashanah? Surely it
should be a2 management consultant or a Jewish
professional leader? 1 write this, because we
need reminding that we have potential to be
visionaries in our day and yet, we are also the
guardians of commandments that include more
‘thou shalt nots' than ‘thou shalt do.’ We rabbis
have choices to make as we stand before God's
open gates at Rosh Hashanah. Let us emphasise
what Jews can do rather than what they can’t.

As we h Rosh Hashanah, we should
remind ourselves that UK Jewry is a Jewish
community of communities. It actually always
was such but it is now more obvious than ever.
Our challenge is to allow our hearts and minds
to be opened just as the over the High
Holy days are open to us all, to conceive trans-
formation that insures the of Am Yisracl
are truly open year round, g:‘?hc exploration
& celebration of Judaism, for all our communi-
ties of Jews.

Shana Tova.

+ Rabbi Aaron Goldstein is the senior minister at
Northwood and Pinner Liberal Synagogue

Feeling a little fried
as we approach 5770

nd so we march inex-

orably towards Rosh

Hashanah. In less than

48 hours time it will

be 5770 and most, if
not all, of us will find our-
sclves in shul repenting our
sins and listening to the wise
words of our rabbis.
Needless to say, my own teach-
ings could hardly compare with
the sermons these learned
ministers will deliver from their
pulpits. But if you'll permit me
I shall endeavour to enlighten
you with some spiritual senti-
ments of my own.

The basis of my New Year les-
son will be gematria - the mys-
tical Jewish discipline which
ascribes numerical values to let-
ters and words and finds sig-
nificance and meaning in the
resulting figures... or some-
thing like that.

Now | don't profess 1o be an
cxpert. In fact, [ don't even pro-
fess to be an amateur so just in
case you're new to this column
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and are expecting some fasci-
nating Talmudic insight. 1 bet-
ter warn you this is about as
bogus as Derren Brown's lot-
tery prediction. Well, apart
from the fact that he got it right
but let’s not split hairs other-
wise my vaguely topical refer-
ence won't work.

Anyway, o business.
Gematria and the new year.
Actually, another apology
before we start. To keep things
simple, or more to the point
because frankly 1 don't E:'w
any better, I'm going to use
English letters rather than
Hebrew letters so from a strict-
ly halachic perspective, there's
no value in any of this. so the
Chief  Rabbi needn't  be
alarmed that I'm jostling for his
job.

Enough of the preamble

though and on with the show.
Gematria and the new year. Or
5770 as it will be come Friday
evening. Now then, if we take
each of the numbers in the year
and sece which leter of the
alphabet it corresponds to,
that's to say five is the fifth let-
ter seven is the seventh letter,
and 0 pbviously is no letter, we
end up in a situation where
5770 actually spells ‘egg’.

Let's delve one step further
and add up all the numbers,
five plus seven plus seven plus
zero. What do we ger? I'll tell
you, 19. And with the 19th let-
ter of the alphaber being an 's’.
we can pretty much say for cer-
tain that taken as a whole 5770
is the year of the eggs.

What does this mean? How
do eggs relate 1o what the year
has in store for us? Well. I sug-
gest the best thing w do is take
the current year, 5769, work
out what that spells and then
see if there's any relationship
between the resulting word and
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the year just gone.

So think back Is there any-
thing that's happened to you
since last Rosh Hashanah that
you've thought was particularly
‘egfi'? Have you been in any sit-
uations where  you were
inspired by ‘egfi'? Or perhaps
you're feeling a little ‘egfi’ now?

Exactly, or under the circum-
stances, egg-sactly Unless we
were to embark on a debate
about whether Rabbi Akiva
liked toasted soldiers with his
soft boiled eggs or if Hillel pre-
ferred his eggs poached or
scrambled. the whole ‘egfi’
debacle proves there's precious
little merit 1o my methods of
Gematria or indeed anything
I've written in this week's col-
umn.

In fact, all 1 can do 1o make
any of this worthwhile is bid
you all a Shanah Tova. Have a
sweet and happy new year... or
as we in the egg fraternity say,
may everything you wish for
come your way sunny side up.

There's precious little merit here unless we embark on a debate
about whether Hillel preferred his eggs poached or scrambled

enjoyable. However,
‘home’ and we always felt tha
London wasn't forever.

Our decision to make aliyah was
an easy one in hindsight We had

always talked about living in Isracl
when the ime was right and Gaby

A whole new year in
a whole new country
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certainly was.

I couldn’t possibly begin to il
you all the amazing things that we
experienced but. put simply, “VIP'
doesn't do justice to bow we were
treated

Perhaps the highlight was the
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presentation at the Kotel
where we collected our Tudat Zeut
marked a very special moment. Oh,
and the after party too was quite
something!

We have arrived in Isracl with the
best possible start. And for that rea-
son. | would like to dedicate this
column Lo every single person that
assisted with our aliyah - the
Jewish Agency, UTIA, Ebencrer and
the Ministry of Absorption in Israel
and the UK

for their own reasons, no two the

same, but all with a positiveness

and zest for the fumre that | admire

and I know that the State

Iﬂﬂxamiybc:lnmphx
here.

Asfurua the future is unknown.

wordd and I'm sure 1 will have
many stories to share with you. For
now though, | must dash. | have
some borckas in the oven and a
hungry family to feed.

I've got contact numbers for everything here in Israel, except
someone to deliver pizzas. Once | have that I'll be sorted




